Parish Visitor

September 2010

FALL EODUCATION 3

“‘ - e - e - wwuw

QTAKTS THIS MON THI

R S e S N, N, N S "N e mn ummw

September 12
September 15
September 19

For Children and Youth
Rally Day-9 am
Fusion Kids Ministry and CORE Small Groups at 5:30 pm
Sunday Education and 9th Grade Confirmation at 9:30 am

September 26 7-8 Grade Confirmation at 6 pm.
Sunday Education For Adults
Hearin “Hearing God” by Dallas Willard
GO d 8 September 12, 19, 26, 9:30 am in the CLC

with Ciod.

DALLASWILLARD

Author of The Divine Conspiracy

... Being close to God means communicating with him—telling him what is in our hearts in
.. prayer AND hearing and understanding what he is saying to us. Itis this second half of

our conversation with God that is so important but can also be so difficult. How do we
hear his voice? How can we be sure that what we think we hear is not our own subcon-
scious? What role does the Bible play? What if what God says to us is not clear? The
key is to focus not so much on individual actions and decisions but in building our per-
sonal relationship with our creator. The author provides rich spiritual insight into how we
can hear God'’s voice clearly and develop an intimate partnership with him in the work of

his kingdom.
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Pastor Malison's News for the Pews

What a great feeling it has been to return to CLC
following my sabbatical and to see the church is alive and
kicking. | am so very pleased in the various leaders and
leadership teams that have done such a wonderful job in my
absence this summer. | know there has been a lot of work,
prayer, preparation, conversations, and faith happening
here. |1 am proud of all the folks at CLC and the way they
have stepped forward and stepped up to being the Church.

| am especially thankful for the Preaching Team that
stepped forward. Chavaleh Forgey, Dianne Aldrich, Nicklas
Jensen, David Lemon, and Patrick Lozano did a great job (I
know, | watched them on the web site). Dianne, Patrick,
and Ann Aakre did a great job leading worship. And as
usual, Lim and his musical team did a terrific job with music
leadership.

| am also thankful to the Church Board, and the
work Mike Johnson has done with them. The previous
board provided tremendous leadership and direction. We
now have a new board trained and in position for the new

year. As well the Strategic
Planning Teams have been
meeting and working hard
developing some ministry direction
for us.

| cannot say enough about the
support staff. They made sure that
things continued to run smoothly
day to day. Newsletters, web
sites, and bulletins have kept

Brian K. Malison
Lead Pastor
Lim Forgey llI
Minister of Music

David Lemon
Youth Minister

everybody in the loop. Those in need have been helped
and those requiring pastoral attention have been cared for.
A further thank you to Dianne and Patrick for their
leadership in the funerals we had in my absence.

And ministry kept on going! New outreach
ministries have been launched. Two music ministries were
completed (I heard so many great things about Annie and
the youth music camp). A successful Beach Family Camp
was held at the coast. And much more is planned for the
weeks to come.

My greatest thanks is extended to the whole
congregation. In spite of my absence you stayed faithful.
Our worship attendance and financial giving kept pace with
previous years. You have no idea how happy that makes a
pastor when he/she can leave for a while and the
membership keeps being the Church.

One of our key core values is “discover and grow
our unique God-given potential.” There are a lot of
churches you can attend where you are a participant, and
nothing more. That is not our understanding of what the
Church is meant to be. CLC is a special place where
people are experiencing Jesus and learning to live like
Jesus, thus helping those desiring a greater meaning to
enjoy an abundant life in Christ.

Way to go! Keep it going. Pretty soon you may not
need a pastor!

Brian can be reached via email at Brian@clcvisalia.org.
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year. We would like to remind

you to assure that your child’s
immunizations are up to date and that others in your
household and anyone who cares for your child has
been immunized against pertussis. Protecting those
around your child will also protect your child from being

Children need 5 doses of vaccine by kindergarten
(ages 4-6). A booster that includes pertussis called
Tdap is recommended by age 11 and any older ado-
lescent who has not received it. Immunizing the adults
around your child will help protect your child.

More information can be found at:
and look for "Pertussis (Whooping Cough)”

"www.cdph.ca.gov"

September 12!

On September 12, 2010 WELCA
(Women of the ELCA) presents
the annual opportunity to all
members to thank God through a
special gift called a Thankoffer-
ing. Envelopes will be placed in
mailboxes before that date for
Thankoffering Sunday, Septem-
ber 12. This offering supports the
immediate and dire needs of
women and children throughout
the world and is administered by
Women of the ELCA. For more
information about WELCA, check
out their web site at
www.womenoftheelca.org.

[fﬁ@[h] Wgﬁﬂ@ﬁz d]ﬂﬁ Articles for the Parish Visitor should be submitted by the third Tuesday of each month.




PrimeTimers Potluck

I Sunday September 19 at 12:15 pm |
| Christian Life Center. |
| Sign up in the foyer. Enjoy a presentation on

the Fresno Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilition.

YOUth Connect

School has started...wow, summer seemed short! With
a new school year, our student ministries will be starting
up again very soon. My prayer is that you will take full
advantage of the opportunities for learning about and
deepening your faith this fall. Here are a few things
coming up that you should be aware of and hopefully
make plans to attend. There will be programs for all
ages Pre-K through parents and grandparents.
September 12 : Rally Day at 9 am-Come and see
what is in store for Deeper, Club56, KLiC, and Fusion
(Praise Adventures/K4J/CORE) and make sure to get a
calendar of the years events.

September 15 : Fusion Kids Ministry and CORE Jr.
High/Sr. High small groups start at 5:30 pm

September 19 : Sunday Education starts at 9:30 am
September 19 : First 9™ Grade Confirmation Class at
2 pm in the Community Connection Center Conference
Room.

September 19 : 2010 Connect at6 pm — This is an
evening dedicated to parents. Come hear the ministry
plan for the coming year and ask questions. Dinner will
be served. RSVP to David at david@clcvisalia.org.

September 26 : 7-8 Grade Confirmation starts at 6pm

Future Events

October 9 : Second Saturday Serve begins — this will
be a monthly service event for Jr/Sr High students to
learn about their faith in a practical way. We will be
serving at The Visalia Rescue Mission for our first pro-
ject.

October 31 : Annual Harvest Festival at Christ Lu-
theran
December 26-29 : Youth Christmas Retreat to San
Diego

Peace, David
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org

Campus Updates

We've completed all approved BURO projects
per our congregational direction. Do | hear a big
AMEN?!!? Now that this project is done we must be
faithful in our giving so that we can continue to grow
God'’s Kingdom through our new campus and our
members. We have higher overhead costs but this
campus allows many more opportunities for us and our
community. Give thanks for our countless blessings and
listen for God’s word for our future direction.

Updates from the following Strategic Planning
committees are being prepared for staff and board
review by the team leaders. We can use a couple of
additional leaders in our Small Groups and our Spiritual
Development teams. Bill Zigler needed to focus on his
family and work, and Becky Carr has moved to a new
job in Elk Grove so we have an opening in both the
Small Groups and the Spiritual Development teams.
Speak with Carol Finney or Paul Godlin if you're called
to this opportunity. We pray for both Bill and Becky as
they tackle new challenges, and give thanks to all our
leaders for all they are doing.

* Young Families/Small Children - leaders:
Jessica Benevento, Donna Hartman

* Community Outreach - leaders:

Dorothy Collins, Ann Zelaski

* Small Groups - leader: Carol Finney

* 20-somethings - leaders:

Abbie Forbus, Chavaleh Forgey

* Spiritual Development — leader: Paul Godlin

Our 2011 budget planning is in process with staff
and ministry team leaders working with the strategic
planning leaders to determine where God’s funds will be
put to use here at CLC.

Mike can be reached via email at mike@clcvisalia.org

Looking Ahead...

“Adult Bible Fellowship” is a A
large-group and small-group ]
Bible study and discussion. Join N
us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 i’
beginning October 17 in the CLC.

GIVING — July 2010
Monthly Year To Date
Net Difference
Budget Actual Budget Actual
Income for Church Operations $77,062 $59,716 $533,793| $469,477 ($64,316)
Designated Giving for July ~ $183,887 Designated Giving for the Year To Date : $294,478




September — Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 9:30 AM Old Men  |9:15 AM Staff 11:40 AM Preschool {4:15 pm NA 6:30 AM Men's Bible |10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger Prayer Chapel 6:00 PM Christian  |Study ers Anonymous
9:30 AM Sunday Education for  |King-Demaree 6:30 PM Financial |12:30 PM Staff Meditation 6:30 AM Well 10:00 AM Singing at
All 7:00 PM Boy Scouts |Peace University Meeting 8:00 PM RELATE @ |Women @ Valhalla's |the Delta Home
9:30 AM Building Blocks of the |7:00 PM ChristKids |7:00 PM Al Anon 6:30 PM Praise "The House" 6:30 PM Freedom 7:00 PM Narcotics
Old Testament Preschool Back to Team Rehearsal Fellowship Anonymous
12:00 PM Parent/Student Confir- | School Night
mation Orientation
1:00 PM Lahu Worship
6:00 PM CLC Night at the Visalia
Rawhide
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 AM Quilting 9:30 AM Mary Mar- [11:40 AM Preschool |6:30 PM Freedom 10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe 9:30 AM OIld Men  |9:15 AM Staff tha Circle Chapel Fellowship ers Anonymous
1:00 PM Lahu Worship Coffee @ Burger Prayer 12:30 PM Staff 5:40 PM Handbells 7:00 PM Narcotics
King-Demaree 6:30 PM Financial |Meeting 6:00 PM Christian Anonymous
6:30 PM Cub Scout |Peace University 6:30 PM Praise Meditation
Dens Team Rehearsal 6:30 PM Worship
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Choir
8:00 PM RELATE @
"The House"
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 9:30 AM Old Men 9:15 AM Staff 11:40 AM Preschool |7:00 AM Finance 6:30 AM Men's Bible |10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger Prayer Chapel Team Study ers Anonymous
9:00 AM Rally Day King-Demaree 4:00 PM CLCW 12:30 PM Staff 5:00 PM Executive |6:30 AM Well 7:00 PM Narcotics
9:30 AM Adult Sunday Bible 6:30 PM Cub Scout |Board Meeting Meeting Team Women @ Valhalla's |Anonymous
Study Dens 6:00 PM Prayer 5:00 PM Fusion- 5:40 PM Handbells |6:30 PM Freedom
12:05 PM Health Team Ministry |7:00 PM Boy Scouts | Team Praise Adventures 6:00 PM Christian Fellowship
Mtg 6:30 PM Financial |and K4J Meditation
1:00 PM Lahu Worship Peace University 6:30 PM Adult Edu- [6:30 PM Worship
cation Choir
6:30 PM Praise 8:00 PM RELATE @
Team Rehearsal "The House"
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 9:30 AM Old Men Parish Visitor Dead- [12:30 PM Staff 11:40 AM Preschool |Church Board Re- Church Board Re-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger line Meeting Chapel treat treat
9:30 AM Sunday Education for |King-Demaree 9:15 AM Staff 5:00 PM Fusion- 5:40 PM Handbells |CLCW Retreat CLCW Retreat
All 6:30 PM Cub Scout |Prayer Praise Adventures 6:00 PM Christian 6:30 PM Freedom 10:00 AM Overeat-
12:15 PM New Member Class Dens 10:00 AM Bethel and K4J Meditation Fellowship ers Anonymous
1:00 PM Lahu Worship 7:00 PM Boy Scouts |Circle @ CLC 6:30 PM Adult Edu- |6:30 PM Worship 10:00 AM Singing at
5:30 PM iMatter cation Choir the Delta Home
Board Meeting 6:30 PM Praise 8:00 PM RELATE @ 7:00 PM Narcotics
6:30 PM Financial |Team Rehearsal "The House" Anonymous
Peace University
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
CLCW Retreat Cub Scout Pack 9:15 AM Staff 11:40 AM Preschool |5:40 PM Handbells
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 9:30 AM Old Men Prayer Chapel 6:00 PM Christian 6:30 AM Men's Bible |J. Howard Wedding
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger 5:30 PM ChristKids |12:30 PM Staff Meditation Study 10:00 AM Overeat-
9:30 AM Sunday Education for |King-Demaree Preschool Board Meeting 6:30 PM Worship 6:30 AM Well ers Anonymous

All
12:15 PM New Member Class
1:00 PM Lahu Worship

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

Meeting
6:30 PM Financial
Peace University

5:00 PM Fusion-
Praise Adventures
and K4J

6:30 PM Adult Edu-
cation

6:30 PM Praise
Team Rehearsal

Choir
8:00 PM RELATE @
"The House"

Women @ Valhalla's
6:30 PM Freedom
Fellowship

7:00 PM Narcotics
Anonymous

Join us for “The Lutheran Course”, Wednesday evenings
This is a video-based study touching upon several Lutheran teachings:

1. How to Tell the Difference Between the Law and the Gospel

2. Five Things You Should Know about the Lutheran Reformation
3. The Three Most Rebellious Things Jesus Did
4, How to Share Your Faith with Someone

This course is great for new Lutherans, old Lutherans, and anyone in between! Each session fea-
tures a large-group DVD presentation showing various top-notch theologians discussing the topics.
The small-group discussion follows, and humor is woven throughout the session to keep us from

getting too “stuffy”!

beginning September 15




SABBATICAL REPORT

Do you remember when you went over to someone’s
house after they got back from a vacation, and were made
to sit through hours of boring slides of their trip? Pastor
Malison will be giving his Sabbatical Report on Wednes-
day, September 8, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the Christian
Life Center. Along with a presentation of his findings, he
will also show loads and loads of pictures from his and
Christopher’s 6,650 mile drive across the United States.
You won't want to miss it. Dessert and coffee (to keep you
awake) will be served.

Choir: This year will be an exciting year
for our wonderful CLC Choir. We will
be working on a lot of beautiful and fun
pieces of music, and as always, the
time we are together in fellowship is a
lot of fun too. | would love to invite any
and all who would like to give choir a try
to our first rehearsal on Thursday, Sep-
tember 9 at 6:30 pm in the music suite.
Singers are needed and welcome. You
don't have to read music or have music experience to
participate. If supporting the tradition of choral music in
the church is a priority for you, then put your music where
your mouth is! Choir participates in the 8:00 service and
performs for special concerts and events throughout the
year.

Are you interested in singing in an occasional voca I
praise ensemble? This would be a group of about 15
adult voices that would participate in special music, occa-
sionally, throughout the year. The group would sing only
contemporary Christian songs and must be joyful of heart
and passionate about worship.

Handbells for Kids: A children's handbell choir is starting
up. If you are interested, then please sign up in the foyer.
Children must be able follow directions and be of a well
behaved disposition. Signups are for children 3rd grade
through high school.

Praise Adventures will begin on September 15 from 5:30
-6:30 pm. We will be offering performance opportunities
praising God with our voices in church. Kids K-12th
grade are welcome.

Auditioned Kids Choir: A community auditioned chil-
dren's performance choir will be starting this fall. We are
selecting only 30 kids from our community at large for
special concerts and performances. Please be on the
look out for more information.

Lim can be reached via email at Lim@clcvisalia.org.
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With Joy, Barbara
Email: ChristKidspreschoo@sbcglobal.net

New Members Class Scheduled

A New Members’ class will be held on September 19, 26 and
October 3 from 12:15-1:30. Please call Ann Aakre for more in-
formation. Lunch will be served and child care is available.

“The New Testament and the Jewish People”
presentation by guest speaker, Michael Cohen
Sunday morning, October 3

Michael Cohen was raised in a conservative Jewish
home in the San Fernando Valley. During his late teens
and early twenties he banished all thoughts of God and
began a life that included many self-destructive behav-
iors. When he tried to return to his Jewish roots, he
found no comfort or guidance. Then Michael met Lisa,
a young Jewish believer who gave him a copy of the
New Testament. Now married, Michael and Lisa are in
the Los Angeles area serving as missionaries with Cho-
sen People Ministries.




WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER
“God Speak”

Although we sometimes miss the point, God is trying to get our attention. God speaks to us. Every
day. And the language God uses to get our attention (“God Speak”) comes in a variety of forms,
styles, manners, and ways. This month we will be looking deeper into four ways in which God speaks
to us. Come to worship this month. Start the school year off right. And know that when you are in
worship you are putting yourself in a place where the “God Speak” is audible.

8 AM — Liturgical Worship/Traditional
9:30 & 11 AM — ChristSong Worship

THEME BIBLE TEXT




