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Pastor Malison's News for the Pews

“The thin part to an hour glass.” That's my
greatest frustration in ministry. | don’t want to be the
thin part to an hourglass.

You know what that looks like, | hope. The
thin part of an hourglass slows down the flow of the
sand in order to measure time. That principle works
well for an hourglass, but it is a disaster in the
church.

In so many churches the pastor runs the
show. The pastor is the one who generally does
most of the ministry, and is the one through whom
everything must pass before it is done. In these
churches if the pastor doesn’t have his or her hands
on it, then it doesn’t happen.

In church-circles this is called being “pastor
dependent.” I live in fear of being in a “pastor-
dependent” church.

The vision | have of
what healthy ministry looks like
is the opposite of the thin part
of an hourglass. My vision
(which I believe has significant
Biblical support) is of a
community of faith where all
who are gifted are using those
gifts to do ministry. | believe
the church is at its best when
every single person is doing
what God created them to do
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ministry. The best a pastor can do is get out of the
way and let God work through others.

All of which is to say CLC will be testing this
vision this summer. | will be on sabbatical for ten
weeks beginning June 7. During that time we will
not be bringing in a pastor to fill in for me. While we
will have pastors available for emergencies, the
ministry of CLC will be carried out by CLC members.
Preaching, worship leadership, and pastoral care will
be handed off to capable and faithful members who
have been trained and who possess a high degree
of character. There should be no reason why CLC
won’t continue to be a vibrant and dynamic church in
my absence.

Insofar as many have stepped up in their
responsibilities for this summer, | am appealing to
every person who calls CLC their church home to
step up your participation this summer. It would be
one of the worst things to hear that because the
pastor is gone this summer our folks decided to
slack off on their life of faith. My expectation is that
everyone will be in worship every Sunday they are in
town. My expectation is that everyone will continue
to financially support their church’s ministry. My
expectation is that everyone will be involved in
learning opportunities and ministry events. Thisis a
time to step up, not a time to step back. .

May God bless CLC as we truly become the
church of God’s desire. And may each of us
discover the joy of widening the thin part of the
church’s hourglass so that grace flows freely like
sand through an open spout.

Pastor Brian Malison

Brian can be reached via email at Brian@clcvisalia.org.
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DON'T MISS THE SPECIAL

RECOGNITION OF CLC LEADERSHIP ON JUNE 6

On Sunday, June 6, at all three worship services we will be presenting and
praying for our new Preaching Team and our new Worship Leaders Team. In addi-
tion, we will be recognizing Dianne Aldrich, who recently graduated from the Bread
of Life Spiritual Director program and is a part of both of these teams. For the past
three years Dianne has undergone intensive study and devotion to completing this
program, giving her the tools and skills to do spiritual direction. We are blessed to
have Dianne on staff at CLC, and look forward to ways that God will use her to help
lead us into deeper paths of faith and spirituality.

ﬁ’ﬁ@[ﬁ] Wﬁgﬁﬂ@ﬁz d]ﬂﬁ Articles for the Parish Visitor should be submitted by the third Tuesday of each month.

Page 2

Worship - Sharing - Serving - Learning - Caring - Giving

JUNE 2010



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

JUNE 13

On Sunday, June 13, immediately after the 8:00
worship service, CLC will hold its semi-annual
Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary. On the
agenda are the following:

- Approval of the Selection Team’s recommen-
dations for the Church Board. The slate includes:

- Bobby Hartman as Church President (1 year
term)

- David Tonini as Board Member (2 year term)

- Sue Ann Cercone as Board Member (2 year
term)

- Athird Board Member to be announced (2
year term)

- Approval of the new Mission Statement:

To experience Jesus and live like Jesus, so
that those desiring greater meaning will enjoy
an abundant life in Christ.

- Approval of the new Core Value Statement:

As a Christ-centered community of faith,
we:

1. Serve others unconditionally
2. Pursue caring and honest relationships

3. Discover and grow our unique God-
given potential

4. Practice grace-filled acceptance
5. Give generously to God'’s glory
All members are requested to attend!

This summer,
Christ Lutheran
Church and the
League of
Christian Ac-
tors will be pre-
senting as our
community musical Annie, one of the best loved
and best known shows of all time. We have 50
children and 27 adults involved in the cast. Re-
hearsals have been exciting, uplifting, and lots of
fun. Itis always a pleasure for me to work with so
many young talented kids, and this year we have
been doubly blessed.

Annie is set during the Great Depression
and its message is one of hope and perseverance
through hardship. The songs are catchy, "You're
Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile," "Easy
Street," "Tomorrow," and you will be blown back in
your seat when you hear 50 little girls belting out
the ever popular "It's a Hard-Knock Life."

This year we will be presenting our perform-
ance at the wonderful COS Theater on Mooney. If
you have ever been to a production there you know
it is top notch, and every seat is a great seat. Our
show dates are June 24, June 25, June 26 at 7:00
PM and matinee performances on June 26 and 27
at 2 PM. Tickets are on sale at church. You may
also call 732-1851. Tickets are already selling
quickly, so if you would like to come and support
this ministry, | strongly encourage you to call soon!

God Bless, Lim

D Trbuna viecia Sarices: nc.

All Women of All Ages are Invited!

Mark your calendars now for a sum-
»‘ mer salad potluck at Meriel Hein-
(N:.\% sohn’s on Monday, August 16 at
j?-} 5:30 pm. Look for more information
in the July Parish Visitor!

Now taking sign ups for the last

Spiritual Gifts class until Fall
Sunday, June 13,
(Either) 9:15 or 10:30AM

Contact Patti Dudley at 732-1851, or
“pdudley@clcvisalia.org” if you would like to attend.

GIVING — April

Monthly

Year To Date
Net Difference

Budget Actual

Budget Actual

Income for Church Operations $81,760

$72,207

$307,306| $276,306 ($31,000)

Designated Giving for April $15,629

Designated Giving for the Year To Date: $53,242

BURO Giving for April: $31,300

BURO Giving 2008 YTD: $88,500
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THC Highlights from The Twenty-Third Assembly of the

Sierra Pacific Synod

m The Sierra Pacific Synod met in Assembly with five hundred fifty-five in atten-
dance, including Ann Aakre, Jessica McGuire, David Lemon and Pastor Malison
as voting delegates from CLC.

Y"QD The Keynote addresses were presented by Dr Victor M Rodriguez on the topic
“Cultural Racism, the Multicultural Church and the Anti-racist Church.” Dr Bar-
bara Rossing, LSTC, offered two Bible studies on the books of Acts and Revela-
tions and the Rev Susan Engh brought the ELCA Churchwide Report.

The Transition Team presented its report about the relocation of the Synod Offices to Calvary, Rio
Linda (temporary site), St Mark’s, San Francisco, and the Campus Ministry center, Fresno. These
moves are underway and should be fully completed by mid July at the latest. Hopes for calling future
Assistants to the Bishop to serve in San Francisco and Sacrament were also discussed.

Resolutions passed

Resolution 2010-01(s) Regarding Advance Health Care Directives (which encourages both study on
the topic of, and completion of, Health Care Directives by all ELCA members)

Resolution 2010-02 Regarding Energy Stewardship (which authorizes the establishment of a Synod
Green team to encourage congregations to offer a public witness of energy stewardship)

Resolution 2010-03 Regarding Biennial Assemblies (which urged the Synod Council to study costs
and alternative gathering options to annual assemblies)

Resolution 2010-04 Regarding St Francis Lutheran Church and First United Lutheran Church (which
affirms the full participation of these congregations in the ministry of the synod and urges their recep-
tion as congregations of the ELCA should they so desire and apply.)

Elected as Synod Council officers were Douglas Miller, Vice-President and Lou Smith, Treasurer.
Other Council members elected include Perry Gray-Reneberg, District A; Kay Valler, District B; Rev.
Jeff Johnson,* District C; Mark Nelson, District D; Kristina Garabedian, District E; Rev. Jose Luis La
Torre, at-large. (*Provisional on receipt onto the roster of ordained ministers of the ELCA).

UT
Thirteen voting members for the 2011 Churchwide Assembly in Orlando il

>
were elected. They are Molly Calhoun, Peter Quam, Rev Stephanie Lord, L " t 4/1»
Kathryn Beck, Paul Larsen, Pam Dannenberg, Rev Guta Yadeta, Christina Py ‘ .| ‘ o

Beauchemin, Douglas Daetz, Rev Khadar Khalilia, Margie Back, Terry Rob- ©
Z

erts, and Rev Mary Sanders. : ‘ =
AN 08

o2
The Synod Assembly also adopted a 2011-12 Budget as proposed which . %Q
showed anticipated income of $2,457,000. ‘v AMERYC

If you've ever prayed to be used more by God...
there are ministry opportunities with YoungLives of Tulare County!

I

I _ _ _ _ _

| Check out the website “http://ylivestc.younglife.org” for more information
| about these teams that need your help!

I

Male and Female Mentor Teams Lunch Club Team Childcare Team
| Resource Development Team Club Support Team |
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Campus Updates

This may be the last time | have the :
opportunity to remind everyone that our BURO :
campaign officially ends in June. On July 1 we
will tally up our results and report back to the
congregation. As mentioned previously we will
keep the BURO savings account open until
year-end for those that need the extra time to
meet their pledges, or feel moved to give
above and beyond. Again we thank God for
the generosity of this congregation and all the
good works that have taken place, and that will :
take place, because of this generosity. :

Please remember our new office hours
of 8 — 5 Monday through Thursday and 8 — 1
on Fridays. We expect to improve our
efficiency and also provide more hours of
service with this change.

Thank you to all office volunteers that
serve in many ways to assist Patty and :
Kristina. With our summer comes vacation time
SO | expect to see a lot more of Lari Ommen,
Donna Schauland, Vickie Smith, Pearl Call,
Sharon Pfefferkorn and many others. They
brighten our office whenever they serve!

Have a great Memorial Day. :

Mike Johnson

Mike can be reached via email at
mike@clcvisalia.org :

Summer Educational Opportunities

Building Blocks of the Old Testament—Coming this
summer! Learn the stories and themes of the Old Tes-
tament in a way you’ll never forget! This class is for
learners of all ages: 5 to 105. By the end of August
each participant will be able to recite—and do hand mo-
tions for—70 key parts of the Bible. Other great hands-
on activities will accompany each exciting session. This
class will take place Sunday mornings in the CLC begin-
ning June 11.

Beth Moore Summer Study—AIll women who are inter-
ested in taking part in a Beth Moore summer study are
encouraged to attend an organizational meeting on
Tuesday, June 1, at 7 pm at the church. Call Dorothy
Collins, at 786-1738 (cell) or 732-5725 (home), if you
are interested in taking part in the study but cannot at-
tend the meeting. Beth Moore’s “So Long, Insecurity:
You've Been a Bad Friend To Us” will be the curriculum
for this book study. Beth Moore uses stories, prayers,
and practical ideas to nudge women out of insecurity
and into knowledge of their God-given dignity.

Al Anon Recovery Group is sponsoring the free view-
ing of two Hallmark movies, “My Name is Bill W’ and
“When Love is Not Enough”, for all who would like to at-
tend. These movies recount the beginnings of the AA
and Al Anon programs. “Bill W.” will be shown at 7 pm
on June 1, “When Love is Not Enough” will be shown on
June 22.

Daily Discipleship—starts on Sunday, June 11 at 9:30
am in the Conference Room of the CCC. Bob Ringe is
the leader for this class, which is based on the gospel
lesson used each Sunday in Worship.

Congratulations to our Scholarship Recipients!
Almost $2,500 in scholarships will be given on Sunday, June 6 to the following students.
The Myownne Stevenson Scholarship goes to a student attending a Lutheran College. The recipient
of this award is Patricia Jordan. Patricia will be a senior at California Lutheran.

The Lorena Schmidt Scholarship goes to a student attending a Christian college. The recipients of
this award are Christopher Malison and Kristin White. Christopher will be a freshman at California Lu-
theran, Kristin White also attends CLU and will be a senior.

The Ruth Merkel Scholarship goes to Lauren Blair. Lauren will be a sophomore at Sacramento State.
The Christ Lutheran Scholarship goes to Natalie Berg. Natalie will be attending UCSB as a freshman

in the fall.

The Audrey Gerhard Memorial Scholarship and the Julian Steelman Memorial Scholarship
(scholarships that renew for the 4 years a student is in college) go to Steve Montes (Steelman) and Re-

becca Chambers (Gerhard).
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June — Calendar of Events

This calendar is updated weekly and is available online at www.clcvisalia.org.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am Memorial Day, Office |New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 Friday Office Hours 8 |10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Closed am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 1 pm ers Anonymous
9:30 AM Sunday Education ]9:30 AM Old Men 9:00 AM Quilting 12:30 PM Staff Meet-[4:15 PM NA 6:30 AM Men's Bible [10:00 AM Singing
1:00 PM Lahu Worship Coffee @ Burger 9:15 AM Staff Prayer |ing 6:00 PM Christian Study at the Delta Home
6:00 PM Confirmation King-Demaree 7:00 PM AA 6:30 PM Praise Team |Meditation 6:00 PM Annie Re- 7:00 PM Narcotics
6:00 PM Esther Circle 6:00 PM Annie Re- |7:00 PM Al Anon hearsal Anonymous
hearsal 7:00 PM Beth Moore 6:30 PM Freedom
6:30 PM Cub Scout |Meeting Fellowship
Dens 7:00 PM My Name is
7:00 PM Boy Scouts |Bill W Movie
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 Friday Office Hours 8 |10:00 AM Annie
9:00 AM Mission Cafe am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 1 pm Rehearsal
9:30 AM Sunday Education [9:30 AM Old Men 7:00 AM Primary 9:30 AM Mary Mar- |7:00 AM Finance 6:00 PM Annie Re- 10:00 AM Overeat-
1:00 PM Lahu Worship Coffee @ Burger Elections @ CCC tha Circle Team hearsal ers Anonymous
6:00 PM Confirmation King-Demaree 9:15 AM Staff Prayer |12:30 PM Staff Meet-|4:15 PM NA 6:30 PM Freedom 7:00 PM Narcotics
6:00 PM Annie Re- [4:00 PM CLCW ing 5:00 PM Executive |Fellowship Anonymous
hearsal Board Meeting 6:30 PM Praise Team [Team
6:30 PM Cub Scout |6:00 PM Annie Re- 6:00 PM Christian
Dens hearsal Meditation
7:00 PM Boy Scouts [6:00 PM Prayer
Team
7:00 PM AA
7:00 PM Al Anon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 Friday Office Hours 8 |10:00 AM Annie
9:00 AM Mission Cafe am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 1 pm Rehearsal
9:15 AM Spiritual Gifts Class [9:30 AM Old Men Parish Visitor Dead- [12:30 PM Staff Meet-|4:15 PM NA 6:30 AM Men's Bible |10:00 AM Overeat-
9:30 AM Sunday Education |Coffee @ Burger line ing 6:00 PM Annie Re- [Study ers Anonymous
10:30 AM Spiritual Gifts King-Demaree 9:15 AM Staff Prayer |6:00 PM Annie Re- |hearsal 9:00 AM Well Women |7:00 PM Narcotics
Class 6:00 PM Annie Re- |10:00 AM Bethel hearsal 6:00 PM Christian @ N. Moquist Anonymous
12:05 PM Health Team Minis- |hearsal Circle @ CLC Meditation 6:00 PM Annie Re-
try Mtg 6:30 PM Cub Scout [5:30 PM iMatter hearsal
1:00 PM Lahu Worship Dens Board Meeting 6:30 PM Freedom
6:00 PM Confirmation 7:00 PM Boy Scouts |6:00 PM Annie Re- Fellowship
hearsal
7:00 PM AA
7:00 PM Al Anon
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 Friday Office Hours 8 |10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 1 pm ers Anonymous

12:15 PM PrimeTimers Lunch
1:00 PM Lahu Worship

9:30 AM Old Men
Coffee @ Burger
King-Demaree
5:30 PM Annie Re-

9:15 AM Staff Prayer
5:30 PM Annie Re-
hearsal @ COS

7:00 PM AA

12:30 PM Staff Meet-
ing

7:00 PM Annie Pre-
view Show @ COS

4:15 PM NA

6:00 PM Christian
Meditation

7:00 PM ANNIE!

7:00 PM ANNIE!
Performance @ COS
Theater

6:30 PM Freedom

2:00 PM ANNIE!
Performance @
COS Theater
7:00 PM ANNIE!

Pack
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

7:00 PM Al Anon

hearsal @ COS 7:00 PM Al Anon Theater Performance @ COS [Fellowship Performance @
6:00 PM Church 7:00 PM When Love Theater COS Theater
Board Meeting is Not Enough Movie 7:00 PM Narcotics
6:30 PM Cub Scout Anonymous
Dens
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
27 28 29 30 1 2 S
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 New Office Hours 8 Friday Office Hours 8 [10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 5 pm M-Th am to 1 pm ers Anonymous
1:00 PM Lahu Worship 9:30 AM Old Men 9:15 AM Staff Prayer |12:30 PM Staff Meet- |4:15 PM NA 6:30 AM Men's Bible |10:00 AM Singing
2:00 PM ANNIE! Perform- Coffee @ Burger 5:30 PM Preschool |ing 6:00 PM Christian Study at the Delta Home
ance @ COS Theater King-Demaree Board Meeting Meditation 6:30 PM Freedom 7:00 PM Narcotics
6:30 PM Cub Scout |7:00 PM AA Fellowship Anonymous

Health Ministry Team Update!

The CLC Health Ministry Team will be led by Richard Pechon.

The Health Ministry Team will provide our church family and community with informa-
tion in all areas of health (both physical and mental). This new team is comprised of
Health Professionals: Nurses, Mental Health Workers, Pharmaceutical Industry, and
interested volunteers. You will hear more in the coming months about this team’s plans.
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YOUth Connect

Well here we are at the end of another school year.
This has been a year of growth, challenges, learning,
and fun. I'm only going to give you a few snippets of
crazy information this month, because | want to first
recognize a few students that are about to embark
on a new journey in life. Here are our graduating
seniors, and if you want to hear more from them
come to worship at 11am on Sunday, June 6. Con-
gratulations to these students as they graduate!

Natalie Berg, Jillian Duffus, Anna Greer,
Ashley Grimmer, Nathan Howard,
Jamie Jones, Jayline Knapik,
Savannah Lawson, Summer Lawson,
Antony Lotenero, Aidan Lozano,
Christopher Malison, Rachel Roessler,
Sarah Rogers, Robbie Walther
OK...now for the fun stuff!
Not so funny of the month: What's brown and
sticky? A stick
Forgettable fact of the month: The main export
from Liechtenstein is false teeth
Definition of the month: Abibliophobia is the fear
of running out of reading material
Must see movie of the month: Lord Save Us From
Your Followers — get it on Netflix or at Chris-
tiancinema.com
Until next month...

Peace, David
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org

\WomenELCA =22

Year End Celebrations

What an exciting month it has
been! We've had so much fun
with special year end
activities. We enjoyed singing for worship
on May 16 and celebrating with a BBQ
afterwards.

On May 26 we celebrated the graduation of
42 of our Pre K students. We pray for God
to continue to bless these children and their
families as they journey on to kindergarten.

Summer Fun

Our summer program will be filled with
adventure as we travel off o camp, Hawaii
and outer space. Stop by and see the fun!

Thank You

Thank you CLC family for your continued
support of our ministry to children and
families. Special thanks to Bethel Circle for
their contributions to our scholarship fund.
We are so blessed!

Our mouths were filled with laughter, our
tongues with songs of joy. Psalm 126:2

With Joy, Barbara
Email: ChristKidspreschoo@sbcglobal.net

Join Us On September 24-26, 2010

Join the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church for another great retreat in the beautiful mountains
of Three Rivers. The retreat title is: “Winding Our Way Towards Wisdom”, with special speaker Karen
Marie Erickson. A deposit of $85.00 to hold your spot is due by July 1st. The total weekend is
$185.00, and the CLCW is offering four $100.00 scholarships to offset this cost. Special pricing is avail-
able for anyone who would like to attend the Saturday only portion of the retreat. Scholarships are also
available to help cover the cost of the meals on Saturday. The CLCW will offer $20 Scholarships to

cover the cost of lunch. If you wish to have breakfast too (at 8 am) the cost is $30.00.

For more infor-

mation about the scholarships for the weekend, or Saturday only, please contact Sharon Pfefferkorn at
733-4179. Registration forms are available on the board in the foyer now.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JUNE

“Organic God: Knowing What God is Growing in You”

Spiritual development isn't just for those seeking to be more like God. Everyone, Christian and non-
Christian alike, are constantly in the process of having their spirit shaped. The question is, shaped
in what way? Nobody ever just drifts to become more like God. It takes focus. This summer we are
going to be studying the nine attributes of what mature Christian Spiritual development looks like
from Galatians 5, the Fruit of the Spirit. Be in worship every Sunday and get to know what God
wants to grow in you.

8 AM — Liturgical Worship/Traditional
9:30 & 11 AM — ChristSong Worship

THEME BIBLE TEXT
Time to Grow Galatians 5:22-26

Special: Senior Recognition @ 11 am

June 13 Love 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Special: Congregational Meeting after 8 am Worship

June 20| Joy Hebrews 12:1-2
8 am Gospel: John 15:9-11

Special: Father’s Day

June 27 | Peace Ephesians 2:13-20




