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Pastor Malison's News for the Pews

“Every member a minister.”

We say those words around Christ
Lutheran Church, but does it really sink in? |
hope so. Because it is Biblically true. You won't
find pastors (bishops, cardinals, popes, etc.)
given the tasks to do ministry in the Bible. In fact,
the Bible really doesn’t make any distinction
between clergy and laity. All baptized children of
God are meant to be ministers.

| do believe that Christ Lutheran Church is
a head of most in emphasizing the necessity of
discovering your spiritual giftedness, and then
doing things that promote the Kingdom of God
with those gifts. But until everybody gets this, we
have a way to go.

Recently our Church Board (in

consultation with the Call
Committee and the church

staff) has made the decision
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not to continue in our search for

position with members of Christ

Lutheran Church who are gifted and skilled to
fulfill the responsibilities of this role. Toward that
end, we have hired Ann Aakre to be our fulltime
Director of Discipleship. In addition, we are
working with three people to eventually be a part
of a preaching team, and four people to be a part
of the worship leader team. | believe this is an
exciting step in our desire for “every member to
be a minister.”

Will we ever return to the search for a
second pastor? Most likely. The plan is for the
Church Board, and me, to carefully assess the
effectiveness of this staffing plan. We are giving
ourselves one year to know if this is indeed God’s
desire for us.

Please join me in prayer, not only for Ann,
but also for others who will be a part of significant
ministry teams as together we make disciples,
and ministers, of Jesus Christ.

Brian can be reached via email at Brian@clcvisalia.org.

Campus Updates

As the year comes to a close | find myself wishing to travel back in time. I'm
one that tends to move on even before projects are complete, thus missing the joy
and excitement of accomplishments as | plan for the next exact right thing to do.

So let’s look back to this same time last year. What did our campus look like?
Who was benefiting from our campus? Who was inhibited by our campus? What
was our visibility? Now walk the campus today; what do you see that has changed?
Who is able to utilize this campus now that couldn’t this time last year?

Our church family should be proud of all that has been accomplished this
past year. At the same time we have great responsibility to continue to grow and
improve ourselves and our efforts so that we may live to fulfill our mission. | pray
that we all take time to hear what God is asking us to do in His name.

We will always have more to do, but at this time of year | give thanks and
praise first to God for all his blessings and second to all of you for all you do. This is
an incredible family, one | appreciate and do not take for granted. May the blessings
of Christmas continue to fill you throughout the year with the Spirit of our Savior,

Mike Johnson

Mike can be reached via email at mike@clcvisalia.org

Parish Visiter Deaclling: Articles for the Parish Visitor should be submitted by the second Monday of each month.




ALPHA couRSE

Many participated in the initial season of
the CLC ALPHA ministry. Great news for those
who may have missed this opportunity, ALPHA is
returning Spring 2010! Every member and visi-
tor, their families, and friends are invited to par-
ticipate. Tuesday evenings this Spring. More in-
formation to follow.

Global Barnyard Event
planned for January

It is very likely that many in our congregation
came from a farm family, had grandparents who
owned a farm, or have been to a petting zoo. We
all thought it was fun to pet the animals and
chase them around. With those good thoughts in
mind, each and every person at Christ Lutheran
Church can make a “world” of difference, literally,
in the lives of African families. The African Relief
Team will be sponsoring a “Global Barnyard”
event three Sunday’s in January, the 17, 24 and
31. you can impact a family with a life-altering
gift of a cow ($500), a goat, ($50), pig ($30), etc.
Goats are especially beneficial as they multiply
rapidly, provide nutritious milk, eat drought resis-
tant plants, shrubs and grass and can be cared
for by children should the parents be unable to.
Cows are especially valued. If you can’t afford to
purchase a cow by yourself, go in with other fami-
lies. Once again, let Christ Lutheran Church be
as generous as in the past, knowing that our dol-
lars can be life saving in a country so stricken by
poverty.

NEW YEARS' RESOLUTIONS

Lose weight
Stop smoking
Go to bed earlier
Work out more
Get to work on time
Etc... Etc...Etc.

Have you thought about your resolutions, or
commitment, to God for the New Year?

Spend more time with God in prayer and si-
lence

Come to worship more often and let your
spirit be recharged

Take a Spiritual Gifts Education Class to
learn what God has gifted you in

Use your Spiritual Gifts to serve others and
to grow God’s kingdom.

Want to learn about your Spiritual Gifts?
Please contact Patti Dudley @ 732-1851
or you can email her at pdudley@clcvisalia.org

God has given Spiritual Gifts to Everyone!
Classes are coming at the end of January, or
the beginning of February. Watch the bulletin
for dates.

Job 37:10 TNIV

GIVING — November 2009

Monthly Year To Date
Net Difference
Budget Actual Budget Actual
Income for Church Operations $61,290 82,650 $718,321| $705,287 ($13,034)
Designated Giving for November  $13,252 Designated Giving for the Year To Date : $$127,517

BURO Giving for November: $20,341

BURO Giving 2008 YTD: $281,044




Children's Ministry

| wanted to send a huge thank you to all of our faithful Children’s ministry leaders, teachers, and
helpers. Because of each one of them this ministry is possible. These men and women selflessly give
of their time and talents to share the love of Jesus with every child they come into contact with. Week in
and week out their smiling faces are a welcoming sight for the students that enter their classrooms. If
you see Donna Hartman, Mike Nelson, Bobby Hartman, Joyce Conley, Ginger Miller, Cindy Dias, Jackie
McKean, Susan Dickey, Carolyn Johnson, Lim and Chavaleh Forgey, Amy Grimmer, and Amanda Jen-
sen please tell them thank you for what they do for our children. None of them do what they do for any
other reason than to see kids grow to know about the love of God, and how He can affect their lives.
The only thing that they need is your children! Consider this a personal invitation from me to give KLiC,
Club56, and Wednesday Fusion (Praise Adventures and K4J) a try. These wonderful teachers are
ready and excited to share Jesus. With that said, | am excited to say that we have gotten a new Sun-
day School curriculum that | believe will be quite effective in sharing the gospel. Itis called Spark, and
here is a quick synopsis of what it entails;

“With Spark, kids open their Bibles each week and engage in Scripture! Watch them grow in their faith
by encountering God’s Word while participating in activities that reinforce the Bible stories. Spark les-
sons are designed to engage every child in active learning! Age-appropriate lessons to reinforce key
points of the stories and help kids get more out of Sunday school, no matter what their learning style
may be.” To learn more please visit: www.activatefaith.org

My prayer is that every child in our congregation would be actively involved in learning, growing,
and faith building. If you have any questions, or would like to be involved please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me in the office or by email about any of these opportunities. We have an immediate need for a
helper in our PreK-K Sunday school class.

Blessings, David
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org

Vibrant Faith Workshop
Christ Lutheran Church
$20.00 in advance

TRANSFORMING CHURCH INDEX
FOCUS GROUP FOLLOW UP
Kevin Ford, our consultant with TAG

$25.00 at the door
Includes lunch and materials

Saturday February 6, 2010
9 am—3 pm

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

Are you a spiritual leader? Would you like to dis-
cover how you are a spiritual leader? Pastor
Malison will be leading a Spiritual Leadership
class during the next Wonderful Wednesday ses-
sion, January 6 — February 10. The class will be
held in the office conference room from 6:30 to
8:00, and is limited to 12 people. The cost of the
class is $30. If you are interested in attending,
please call the church office to reserve a place.

(the group that did the Transforming Church
Index survey in October), met with five focus
groups in November. The report from those
focus group meetings are available in the
church office. Whether or not you were a
part of a focus group, all are invited to re-
ceive a report. The next step in our work,
under Kevin's guidance, is to take the infor-
mation received and create a strategic plan
for ministry. Kevin will be meeting with the
Church Board and Staff the third weekend in
January to begin the strategic planning proc-
ess. Please keep your church, and its lead-
ers, in your prayers throughout this time.




YOUth Connect

Parents rejoice when their children turn out well, wise children become proud parents.
Proverbs 23: 25 The Message
This month’s writing is going to be devoted solely to you parents.

As a parent, have you ever wondered what your children are thinking, doing, saying when you
are not around? Do you feel at all out of touch with where they are in their lives? Does all the “techy”
stuff make you nervous? What do they need from me?

With the million questions you have, and with a seemingly endless stream of resources, time
constraints, and differing opinions, it is really hard to find satisfactory answers. Hopefully | can begin to
help you with this. | am constantly inundated with information on all of these subjects, and very rarely
do | have the opportunity to share any of it. A seemingly endless stream of emails, blogs, tweets, and
Facebook status updates are flowing into my inbox at an alarming rate, and | need to pass it on!

Don’t worry if you don’t know what | was just talking about — all will be explained in due time.

The other night | was channel surfing and the movie 2010: The Year We Make Contact was on,
and it made me stop and think. No, it didn’t make me think about making contact with aliens, but with
each other, and especially with our families. So, where am | going with this?

In a conversation | had with Pastor Brian, we talked about the possibility of an evening seminar
for the parents here at C.L.C. After a good deal of prayer | am going to do it. This event will be taking
place on January, 24" in the Community Connection Center. It will consist of a catered dinner and |
will be sharing some practical things about making contact with your children. | will share some vital
statistics, stories, and general information that can be very helpful for you as you parent your teenager.
I, of course, will do all of this without betraying the confidence that the students here have granted me.

| truly hope that this will be the opening of a dialogue between you and your students that will be
valuable in developing deeper relationships.

Peace, David
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org

PrimeTimers Sub Sandwich Lunch
Sunday Jan 17, 2010 at 12:15 pm in the CLC
We’'re goin’ country with Dennis McGurie!
Sign up in the foyer!
Western attire encouraged!
Cost to be announced

Adult Education Opportunities

Check out the Adult Class Schedule insert for all the information on what's going on for
2010! There’s something for everyone!




January 2010 — Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am | Office Closed 9:15 AM Mid-Week |12:30 PM Staff Office Closes at Office Closed 10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe 9:30 AM Old Men |Prayer Meeting Noon 6:30 PM Freedom |ers Anonymous
9:30 AM Sunday Education |Coffee @ Burger 7:00 PM AA 4:15PM AA Fellowship 10:00 AM Singing
for Youth King-Demaree 7:00 PM Al Anon 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- at the Delta Home
6:30 PM Cub Scout sic Practice
Pack
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am [9:30 AM Old Men ]9:00 AM Quilting 12:30 PM Staff 4:15 PM AA 6:30 AM Men's 10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger 9:15 AM Mid-Week [Meeting 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- |Bible Study ers Anonymous
9:30 AM Sunday Education |King-Demaree Prayer 6:30 PM Wonderful |sic Practice 6:30 PM Freedom
for Youth 6:30 PM Cub Scout |7:00 PM AA Wednesdays 6:00 PM Christian |Fellowship
Dens 7:00 PM Al Anon Meditation
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am [9:30 AM OIld Men 9:15 AM Mid-Week |9:30 AM Mary Mar- |4:15 PM AA 6:30 AM Well 10:00 AM Overeat-
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger Prayer tha Circle 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- |Women @ Valhalla's |ers Anonymous
9:30 AM Sunday Education |King-Demaree 4:00 PM CLCW 12:30 PM Staff sic Practice 6:30 PM Freedom
6:00 PM Confirmation 6:30 PM Cub Scout |Board Meeting Meeting 6:00 PM Christian |Fellowship
Dens 6:00 PM Prayer 6:15 PM Youth @ Meditation
7:00 PM Boy Team The House 6:30 PM Worship
Scouts 6:30 PM Finance 6:30 PM Wonderful |Choir Rehearsal
Team Wednesdays
7:00 PM AA
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
God's Global Barnyard Event |9th Grade Students |9:15 AM Mid-Week |12:30 PM Staff 9:00 AM Parents of |6:30 AM Men's 10:00 AM Overeat-
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am  [to Museum of Toler- |Prayer Meeting Preschoolers Bible Study ers Anonymous
9:00 AM Mission Cafe ance 10:00 AM Bethel 6:15 PM Youth @ 4:15 PM AA 6:30 PM Freedom
9:30 AM Sunday Education |Office Closed Circle @ CLC The House 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- |Fellowship
12:15 PM PrimeTimers 9:30 AM Old Men |7:00 PM AA 6:30 PM Wonderful |sic Practice
6:00 PM Confirmation Coffee @ Burger 7:00 PM Al Anon Wednesdays 6:00 PM Christian
King-Demaree Meditation
6:30 PM Cub Scout 6:30 PM Worship
Dens Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Boy
Scouts
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
God's Global Barnyard Event |9:30 AM OIld Men |9:15 AM Mid-Week |12:30 PM Staff 9:00 AM Parents of |Confirmation Retreat |Confirmation Re-
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am |Coffee @ Burger Prayer Meeting Preschoolers at Scicon treat at Scicon
9:00 AM Mission Cafe King-Demaree 5:30 PM Preschool |6:15 PM Youth @ 4:15 PM AA 6:30 PM Freedom |[10:00 AM Overeat-
9:30 AM Sunday Education |6:30 PM Cub Scout |Board Meeting The House 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- |Fellowship ers Anonymous
6:00 PM Confirmation Pack 7:00 PM AA 6:30 PM Wonderful |sic Practice
7:00 PM Boy 7:00 PM Al Anon Wednesdays 6:00 PM Christian
Scouts Meditation
6:30 PM Worship
Choir Rehearsal
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Confirmation Retreat at Sci- |9:30 AM Old Men |9:00 AM Quilting 12:30 PM Staff 9:00 AM Parents of |6:30 AM Men's 10:00 AM Singing
con Coffee @ Burger 7:00 PM AA Meeting Preschoolers Bible Study at the Delta Home
God's Global Barnyard Event |King-Demaree 7:00 PM Al Anon 5:15 PM Praise 4:15 PM AA 6:30 AM Well
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am |6:30 PM Cub Scout Adventures 5:00 PM Lahu Mu- |Women @ Valhalla's
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Dens 6:15 PM Youth @ sic Practice 6:30 PM Freedom
9:30 AM Sunday Education |7:00 PM Boy The House 5:40 PM Handbell |Fellowship
6:00 PM Confirmation Scouts Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM Christian
Meditation

6:30 PM Worship
Choir Rehearsal




Library Open House Planned
You are all invited to the
OPEN HOUSE

for the newly remodeled, relocated
church library! (in the old church office)

Sunday, January 10, 2010
From 9 to 11 am
Refreshments will be served.
Come to the library and check it out!

We extend a hearty THANK YOU

to:

Margaret Kindem, Susan Decker and Milly
Wallace for their tireless work as Congre-
gational Coordinators with Thrivent Finan-
cial for Lutherans.

Thank you also to the people of Christ Lu-
theran Church for their help in making this
year’s “Lutheran World Relief Fair Trade
Fair” a success! Sales were good, and a
total of $3,300 was brought in to help eradi-
cate poverty world wide.

Thank You’s have been received

from:

Pastor Vang and the Hmong Grace Lutheran
Church

Jonathon & Kristen Whitmore
The Samaritan Center
Lutheran World Relief

The New Life Band

Delta Nursing

These notes can be viewed in their entirety on the board in
the foyer.
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Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy...
before the Lord, for he comes.
-PSALM 96:12-13

With Joy,
Barbara
Email: ChristKidspreschoo@sbcglobal.net
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Time-Sensitive Material

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY

Six Images of Faith

Every day we are bombarded with images. Television, magazines, newspapers, billboards, internet pop-ups
— there are images everywhere! All of these images inform us about our world, and they even shape how we
live in the world. God has made us in His image, and as such, desires that His image is the defining one to
help us navigate through all the other images. Come to worship in January (and into February) to discover
the six images of faith that God is showing us. Please note: the first Sunday of January is a special message
by Pastor Malison to present his vision for Christ Lutheran Church for the year.

8 AM — Liturgical Worship/Traditional
9:30 & 11 AM — ChristSong Worship

THEME BIBLE TEX]




