Parish Visitor

Advent Midweek Worship

Take a midweek break from the holiday madness to gather in worship on Wednesday nights in Decem-
ber. Each Wednesday night worship will feature a different artistic expression of the significance of
Christmas. Worship starts at 7 pm and is preceded by a time of fellowship and delicious holiday desserts
at 6:15 pm.

December 2 The Visalia premiere of, “Angels That Were Heard on
High”, a skit featuring talented CLC actors!
December 9 “Sounds and Songs of the Season” an evening of
choirs, instrumentalists, and ensembles, who
tell the story through song of the joy of the birth of the Savior.
December 16 “Amahl and the Night Visitors” the epic production
presented by the League of Christian Actors.
December 23 A special downtown Visalia gathering outside the
Enchanted Playhouse to sing Christmas Carols for and with
the community.

Christmas Eve Worship o Ui, L Praise
] Adventures
in
Disneyland
October 24,
_ 2009
Thank you for
your support!

5 pm The Service of Children
6:30 pm The Service of Carols
11 pm The Service of Candles

The offering for our Christmas Eve worship is
designated to go to the Visalia Battered Women’s
Shelter. The Shelter exists to help women and
families escape the cycle of violence which cause
physical, emotional, and spiritual wounds. Help
us reach the goal of giving $10,000 in 2010 to the
Visalia Battered Women’s Shelter.




Martin Luther loved Christmas. He loved it even
more than Easter. Why? Because for Luther, Christmas
was God'’s way of saying the secular can contain the
sacred.

For all of the world’s religions, and even for some
within the Christian circle, there is a sharp distinction
between secular and sacred. They are magnetic
opposites, like mixing oil and water; you cannot contain
both the secular and the sacred.

But when God sent his Son — “eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father” — that which is completely sacred entered into
that which was completely secular. Jesus was both God
and man, inseparable, undivided.

Why was this good news to Luther? Because it
means that in every day “secular”

things God can, and does, exist.
Take for instance bread and wine.
Completely secular. Butin the
sacrament of Holy Communion
the sacred is present in the
secular. So also with water in
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Campus Updates

Thank you to ALL that came out and helped with our Fall Work Day. With all the changes on
campus we were able to get things cleaned and organized and ready for all the increased
uses that our campus provides for our community and our membership. Looking back over
the past year we have seen a lot of physical changes which are a part of the master plan
that was approved about 4 years ago. All these changes resulted from many, many people
helping in many different ways, and again I'm very thankful for all the participation and
volunteerism that exists at Christ Lutheran.

play, family, friends, and such are the secular vessels in
which God desires to dwell. You have the sacred in you!
God has committed Godself to be in you, with you, and
through you. God wants both the sacred and the secular
to come together in you!

A lot of times it is hard to see God at work in us.
Sometimes God is at work in and through us even when
we do not know it. Sometimes we find ourselves doing
things and saying things that really do not come from us,
they are things God is doing through us.

And other times, when we focus our attention,
when we pray for such moments, we can decidedly let
God (who is in us) work through us. Maybe this is the
time of the year when such decided spirituality is called
for. After all, what time of the year is filled with so much
stress, so much confusion, and so much “secularism?”
Maybe when we decide to smile at someone who is sad,
help someone who is hurt, feed someone who is hungry,
bless someone who is lonely, and encourage someone
who is down, we are letting God be at work in us.

You are the carriers of Christ to the world. You
are the ones who incarnate Christ. You are sacred and
secular. You are sacramental. You are the gift of

baptism. The two (the secular and Christmas to a world that needs this gift. You.

Brian can be reached via email at Brian@clcvisalia.org.

Remember to contact any of our ministry team leaders to plug in and put your God-given
gifts to use here and in the community. Each person, one at a time, makes a huge

We will continue completing various tasks in our master plan over the next few months, and
as we do please do not hesitate to ask questions, make comments, and find out what is
going on at CLC. We’'ll do our best to communicate all changes but | can guarantee that I'll
forget something along the way so it is very helpful to have open and direct comments come
my way. And, thanks again for all your hard work, you should all be proud of the results!! By
the grace of God we will continue moving forward to fulfill our mission here at CLC.

Mike can be reached via email at mike@clcvisalia.org

Par Wﬁ@ﬁ’ Hﬁ[ﬁ]@ﬂ Articles for the Parish Visitor should be submitted by the second Monday of each month.




Annual CLCW Christmas Baby Shower

You are invited to the annual CLCW Christmas Baby Shower and Pot-
luck dinner on December 7th at 6 pm in the Christian Life Center.

Please bring a salad or a hot dish and an unwrapped gift of clothing for
a child (newborn to 12 years). These gifts will be given to a worthy or-
ganization in our community. Mary Martha Circle will provide the des-

sert and beverages. It's a great way to start the Christmas Season!

________________ -
HOLIDAYS AT THE VISALIA RESCUE MISSION : Vocal Recital Planned '

Coming again this year Christ Lutheran 11n January of 2010, Lim will be giving a classi- I
Church will have the opportunity to serve those jcal recital featuring music from Claude De- :
among us_wh_o are dlsadvantage_d at the Visalia {bussy, Hugo Wolf, W.A. Mozart, Giuseppe |
Rescue Mission. Watch for the sign-up boards Verdi, Franz Schubert ., Ned Rorem and oth- |
coming in No_vemper and December. There will be ers. It will be a one hour event and open to I
lots of areas in which to serve. Lall. Look for more information about the spe- |
Thanksgiving Day (11/26) we’ll be serving 11-2 pm | cific date and time to follow. I
Christmas Eve (12/24) we’ll be serving 11- 2 pm I |

May God bless you for your servant heart! e e - - 4

Adult Education Opportunities

Daily Discipleship

The Daily Discipleship Class will be taking a break throughout the month of December, but will resume in
January. Daily Discipleship is led by Bob Ringe, and each week explores a different story from the Gos-
pels. This class meets at 9:30 am in the Conference Room of the CCC.

Advent Conspiracy

Beginning Sunday, November 29 you are invited to participate in a
new four week class called Advent Conspiracy. This class will include
a book review and DVD presentation each week with the invitation to
substitute compassion for consumerism during the Advent season.
We will explore 4 concepts that are countercultural if practiced. We
will be challenged to Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More and Love
All. Signup’s will be available on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Monthly Year To Date
Net Difference
Budget Actual Budget Actual
Income for Church Operations $68,645 $53,977 $657,031| $622,638 ($34,393)
Designated Giving for October:  $12,644 Designated Giving for the Year To Date : $114,265

BURO Giving for October :$18,826 BURO Giving 2008 YTD: $260,702




I tant M for Christ Lutheran
Thank YOU! mportant Message forChiist L

| would like to thank everyone who came out Letters from our church president, Ann Zelaski,
to make our Harvest Festival happen this year. containing the proposed budget for 2010 were
From the amazing volunteers to the families that mailed out to our members earlier this month.
came and had fun, it wouldn't have been what it Please take a few minutes to familiarize yourself
was with out you. | would also like to congratulate with the budget as presented, and bring your
Sydney Lemon, Matthew Grimmer and Miranda Sul questions to the budget forum on December 6.
as the winners of our costume contest as well as The forum will be held in the CCC at 9:30 am.
Jim and Marsha Gonzales for their win in our Members of our church board and finance team
Trunk-or-Treat trunk decorating contest. will be present to answer questions, and discuss

Thanks to everyone, Lauren Chambers the budget in preparation for the Congregational

Meeting and vote on December 13.

Congregational Meeting December 13

All Christ Lutheran members are encouraged to
attend this important meeting to vote on and ap-
prove the budget for 2010. The meeting will take
place immediately after the 8 am worship, ap-
proximately 9:05 am. The meeting will be held in
the sanctuary.

Toy Drive for Goshen School

Amahl and the Night Visitors

In December, we will present the wonderful work
“Amahl and the Night Visitors.” This short adapta-
tion of the Christmas story features chorus, chil-
dren, dancers and singers. Save the date. Amahl
will be presented in the midweek service on
Wednesday, December 16 and Thursday, Decem-
ber 17 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary. This is a free
event and we encourage you to invite someone
from the community. Amabhl is directed by Visalia’s
own Richard Morrill with Chavaleh Forgey as music
director.

Christ Lutheran will be participating in a Toy Drive
to help the children of Goshen School this Christ-
_________________ mas. Please purchase a toy and drop it in the

I Try a new Advent contemplative experience. Join | bins located in the church foyer between Decem-
I us for a time of silent meditation on Wednesdays, ber 1 and December 21. The bins will be emp-

I December 2, 9 and 16 at 6 pm in the new prayer tied as they get filled so please, give generously!
jroom located in the remodeled office area of the All toys should be new and unwrapped, but can

| sanctuary building. It will be a great preparation be for a child of any age, 0 to 18!

Ifor the Advent services that follow!




YOUth Connect

It is a little hard to believe that | have been at CLC for a year already! It has definitely been one of
the best years of my life! My family and | have been completely blessed to become a part of your family
here. | absolutely love getting to work with the students and seeing them grow and mature in Christ. This
year hasn’t been without its challenges, but what has amazed me is the way that people in this church rally
to embrace the challenges, and make things work. | want to share some of the highlights from this past
year with you.

National Youth Gathering - 8 People attended — YOU the people of CLC gave over $8,000 to help
send us there.

Deeper - The first Sunday | taught there were 4 students — one Sunday in October we had fifteen.

“The House” — We have made some great improvements and are continuing to see some awesome
things here.

These are just a few of the awesome things that have happened. There is so much more planned
that | can’t wait to see come to fruition. This coming year we have some very special things planned. We
will be going to Hume Lake for Winter Camp; there will be a Servant Experience for both Jr. High and Sen-
ior High next summer; And, | hope we will be able to develop a leadership team within the youth to help
vision cast for the future of the youth ministry here at CLC! | want to encourage everyone who is involved
to stay connected, and send an invite to all those who have been watching from the outside to come in and
see what is happening!

| want to say a big THANK YOU to ALL of the sponsors, teachers, helpers, parents, and especially
the students for being awesome! You all ROCK!

Peace, David
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org

Visalia Emergency Aid

Coat and Blanket Drive

Help those less fortunate this winter
by donating new or gently used coats
and new blankets to Visalia Emer-
gency Aid. Barrels will be placed in
the foyer of the church on Tuesday
December 1 to collect your donations.
The last day to bring your donations to
the church will be Monday, December
21, so that the coats and blankets can be delivered in time for Christmas.

Advent Devotional

“What Sort of Gift is He?”

Pick up your Advent Devo-
tional and truly discover how the

PrimeTimers Christmas Potluck
In the Christian Life Center
Sunday, December 20, 2009 at

gift of Jesus has impacted the 12:15 pm.
lives of many of your Christ Lu- Sign up in the foyer and hear some
theran friends and family. Please, wonderful Christmas music pre-

share the devotional with a friend

too! sented by Lim Forgey.




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 |9:30 AM Old Men Visalia Emergency 12:30 PM Staff Meet- |4:15 PM AA 6:30 AM Well 10:00 AM Overeaters
am Coffee @ Burger Aid Coat and Blanket |ing 5:00 PM Lahu Music [Women @ Valhalla's |Anonymous
9:30 AM Advent Con- King-Demaree Drive Begins 5:15 PM Praise Ad- [Practice 6:30 PM Freedom 10:00 AM Singing at
spiracy Book Study 7:00 PM Boy Scouts [9:15 AM Mid-Week |ventures 5:40 PM Handbell Fellowship the Delta Home
9:30 AM Sunday Educa- Prayer 6:15 PM K4J Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Narcotics
tion 7:00 PM AA 6:15 PM Youth @ 6:00 PM Christian Anonymous
6:00 PM Confirmation 7:00 PM Al Anon The House Meditation
7:00 PM Advent 6:30 PM Worship
Worship Choir Rehearsal
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 |9:30 AM OIld Men 9:15 AM Mid-Week [9:30 AM Mary Mar- |4:15 PM AA 6:30 PM Freedom 10:00 AM Overeaters
am Coffee @ Burger Prayer tha Circle 5:00 PM Lahu Music |Fellowship Anonymous
9:00 AM Mission Cafe |King-Demaree 6:00 PM Prayer 12:30 PM Staff Meet- |Practice 7:00 PM Narcotics
9:30 AM Advent Con- 6:00 PM CLCW Baby |Team ing 5:40 PM Handbell Anonymous
spiracy Book Study Shower & Potluck 7:00 PM AA 5:15 PM Praise Ad- [Choir Rehearsal
9:30 AM Budget Forum |6:30 PM Cub Scout [7:00 PM Al Anon ventures 6:00 PM Christian
@ CCcC Dens 6:15 PM K4J Meditation
9:30 AM Sunday Educa- |7:00 PM Boy Scouts 6:15 PM Youth @ 6:30 PM Worship
tion The House Choir Rehearsal
5:00 PM Thrivent Dinner 7:00 PM Advent
6:00 PM Confirmation Worship
6:00 PM Esther Circle
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 |Parish Visitor Dead- |9:15 AM Mid-Week |12:30 PM Staff Meet- |4:15 PM AA 6:30 AM Well 10:00 AM Overeaters
am line Prayer ing 5:00 PM Executive |Women @ C. Fin- Anonymous
9:00 AM Mission Cafe |9:30 AM Old Men 10:00 AM Bethel 6:15 PM K4J Team ney's 7:00 PM Narcotics
9:05 AM Congregational |Coffee @ Burger Circle @ CLC 7:00 PM Advent 5:00 PM Lahu Music |6:30 PM Freedom Anonymous
Meeting @ the Sanctuary |King-Demaree 7:00 PM AA Worship-Amahl and  |Practice Fellowship
9:30 AM Advent Con- 6:30 PM Cub Scout |7:00 PM Al Anon the Night Visitors 6:00 PM Christian
spiracy Book Study Dens Meditation
9:30 AM Sunday Educa- |7:00 PM Boy Scouts 7:00 PM Amahl and
tion The Night Visitors
2:00 PM 9th Grade
Confirmation
6:00 PM Confirmation
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 |End of Visalia Emer- |9:15 AM Mid-Week []12:30 PM Staff Meet- |Office Closes at OFFICE CLOSED 10:00 AM Overeaters
am gency Aid Coat and  |Prayer ing Noon 6:30 PM Freedom Anonymous
9:00 AM Mission Cafe |Blanket Drive 7:00 PM AA 5:00 PM Lahu Music [4:15 PM AA Fellowship 7:00 PM Narcotics
9:30 AM Advent Con- 9:30 AM Old Men 7:00 PM Al Anon Practice 5:00 PM Service of Anonymous
spiracy Book Study Coffee @ Burger 7:00 PM Advent Children
9:30 AM Sunday Educa- |King-Demaree Caroling Downtown  |6:30 PM Service of
tion 6:00 PM Church Visalia Carols
12:15 PM PrimeTimers |Board Meeting 11:00 PM Service of
6:00 PM Esther Circle 6:30 PM Cub Scout Candles
Dens
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 |Office Closed 9:15 AM Mid-Week ]12:30 PM Staff Meet- |Office Closes at Office Closed 10:00 AM Overeaters
am 9:30 AM Old Men Prayer ing Noon 6:30 AM Well Anonymous
9:00 AM Mission Cafe Coffee @ Burger 5:30 PM Preschool 4:15 PM AA Women @ Valhalla's ]10:00 AM Singing at

King-Demaree
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Pack

Board Meeting
7:00 PM AA
7:00 PM Al Anon

5:00 PM Lahu Music
Practice

6:30 PM Freedom
Fellowship

the Delta Home




COMING TO
CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN
FEBRUARY

2010!

Vibrant Faith Conference
February 6, 2010

Hear how to live a vibrant faith that
is...authentic, available, affirming. # ! $

Learn how to equip families to partner home
and congregation so that home is church too. % &
0

Practice using the Four Keys to pass faith and E—
values to loved ones. !

Lift up milestones as ways to celebrate life and )
nurture spiritual growth. * 4

Integrate your faith talk and faith walk into all $
facets of life

Cost is only $20.00 in advance; $25.00 at the door. $ |
Don’t miss it!

/,- 00 1

TRANSFORMING CHURCH INDEX "L -+

SURVEY FOLLOW UP

Thank you to the 150 people who filled out the %
Transforming Church Index survey. The survey
compared Christ Lutheran church against 23,000 ) 3 2)3

churches. It measured us in five key categories ' (
(Community, Code, Shared leadership, Missional, (

and Reinvention) and provided us detail into how " (-
people at CLC feel things are going. The good
news is that we scored in the 76™ percentile in
the overall scoring of the survey. That means we )
are in the top 25% of healthy churches who have 4

taken this survey. While we celebrate what God
has been doing among us, we nonetheless rec-
ognize that there are significant places for growth # 5 6
and improvement. The Church Board and Staff ( %718 91:84 0,
will be receiving additional reports from Kevin
Ford, our consultant. All reports will lead to a pe-
riod of strategic planning in the first quarter of
2010. Look for announcements regarding the
sharing of plans and progress. Interested mem-
bers may receive a hard copy of the survey report
from the church office.

+/
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“What Sort of Gift is He?”

We say that Jesus is the “reason for the season.” We believe that He was a gift from God for us and all
humanity. But just what kind of gift was Jesus...is Jesus? Come to worship each Sunday in December and
discover a deeper understanding of who Jesus is for you, and receive this gift in a whole new way this year!

1Rt
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BIBLE TEXT




