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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH NIGHT AT  
VISALIA RAWHIDE BASEBALL �

� Mark your calendars now to attend the Christ Lutheran Church night at the Rawhide, 
on Sunday, August 29. 
 The game will begin at 6 pm. Our very own Pastor Malison will throw out the first 
pitch, and Lim Forgey will be singing the National Anthem. You won’t want to miss our CLC 
“stars” as well as see the Rawhides play ball. 
 Look for tickets to be sold in the breezeway between worship services on Sunday, 
August 15, 22, and 29. Tickets are $6.00 each. 
 Contact Tony Benevento (635-0381) or the church office if you have any questions. 

What a bunch of NUNSENSE! 
See page 4 for more information! 



Be prepared. 
 This was the Girl Scout motto I knew so well as I 
was growing up: Be prepared for the upcoming camping 
trip; be ready for all kinds of weather.  As a young adult I 
continued to keep that motto in mind: Be prepared for the 
future; get a good education. 
 Am I finally finished with all that pesky preparing?  
No!  I’m still preparing—especially in my walk as a 
disciple of Jesus, and I think it makes life way more 
exciting. 
 A few years ago I did a semester-long internship, 
following a dynamic high school principal, Carole 
Sarkisian, as she went about her daily schedule.  She 
was fluent in seven languages—so she could truly 
communicate with her students who are new in this 
country!  Carole often said, as she hurried around, “I only 
have two years left before I retire, and I want to make 
every minute count that I have remaining as a principal.”  
When I attended meetings of all the area principals, she 

was the perky one, always 
sharing great, new ideas and 
motivating everyone there.  
Carole was constantly preparing 
for new ways she could help kids 
live an abundant high school life. 
 I challenge us to be, in 
our spiritual walk, like Carole.  
We’ve got important assignments 
to do: learn as much as we can 
about Jesus’ loving relationship 
with us, learn how we can 
increase our trust in him, learn 
how to become more like Jesus, 
and learn how God—in the Holy 
Spirit—is working through us to 
make a difference to the people 
around us.  This difference may 
be a matter of life and death—
certainly of abundant life!  (One 
of my favorite Bible verses is 
John 10:10.) 
 At Christ Lutheran Church 
we help people to be prepared: 
for life in this world and for life in 

the world-to-come.  This congregation has called me to 
be the Director of Discipleship Ministries, and I am 
working to help us recognize that we’re ALL students in 
the class being taught by Mr. Jesus.  Here are some 
interesting thoughts:   
· Many of the unchurched children and youth who took 

part in “Annie” really want to be involved at Christ 
Lutheran and learn about faith.  Can you give us 
ideas of how we can prepare for these eager 
children?  Or can you be a teacher for them in a fall 
Sunday School class? 

· Do you have a favorite hobby?  Wouldn’t it be great if 
you could gather once every week or so to work with 
others who enjoy that same hobby?  And to enhance 
your time together you could include a spiritual 
devotion or short Bible study session along with doing 
the activity.  The “Small Groups” Strategic Planning 
Task Force is looking at ideas, such as this one, and 
creating new plans for our small group ministry.  In 
fact, our congregation has four additional task force 
groups working this summer on creating new plans 
for 20-something ministry, ministry to young families 
and children, spiritual development, and community 
outreach.  (CLC takes this “preparation thing” 
seriously!) 

· A financial planning class—led by an expert in this 
field—will be taking place every Tuesday evening 
beginning August 24, “Financial Peace University.”  A 
little bit of preparation on your part (attending this 
class) will lead to a lifetime of financial strategies that 
will help you and your family make the most of the 
resources with which God has blessed you. 

· Several other adult classes will be offered this fall, 
beginning in mid-September or mid-October:  
“Hearing God”; “The Lutheran Course”; “Adult Bible 
Fellowship”; “The New Testament and the Jewish 
People”; and more.  And I am ALWAYS looking for 
your class ideas: what do YOU want us to learn? 

 Do I still need to prepare?  On my honor, I will 
try . . . to always keep preparing! 

����������
Ann can be reached via email at Ann@clcvisalia.org. 
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Articles for the Parish Visitor should be submitted by the third Tuesday of each month. 

�

�

Brian K. Malison 
Lead Pastor 

Lim Forgey III 
Minister of Music 

David Lemon 
Youth Minister 

Patti Dudley 
Director of Servant Ministries 

Dianne Aldrich 
Director of Spiritual Formation 

Ann Aakre 
Director of Discipleship 

Ministries 

Mike Johnson 
Church Administrator 

Patty Endres 
Office Manager 

Carol Zarndt-Salvador 
Financial Secretary 

Kristina Smoot 
Executive Secretary 

Glen Crownover 
Director of Multi Media 

Dennis McGuire 
Facility Coordinator 

Marti Fleming 
Nursery Coordinator 

Ron Hoffman 
Parish Counselor 
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GIVING — June 

 Monthly Year To Date 

 Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Income for Church Operations $70,484 $56,870 $456,731 $409,761 ($46,970) 

Designated Giving for June  $ 29,430              Designated Giving for the Year To Date :  $110,072 

Net Difference 

BURO Giving for June $  14,021             BURO Giving YTD:  $128,802 
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Servant Experience Update: 
 We had 10 students from CLC who gave up 
three days of vacation to do some amazing service 
work in our community.  Their unselfish attitudes and 
willingness to stretch themselves never ceases to 
amaze me.  On the first day we primed and painted the 
walls to three of the rooms in “the House.”  You have to 
see the colors they picked out!  The second day was 
spent at Food Link of Tulare County, where we sorted 
hundreds of bags of various tomato products into cases 
of 12 for distribution.  Day three was given to the Visalia 
Rescue Mission.  We had the opportunity to prepare, 
serve, and clean-up after lunch.  As well, Rescued 
Treasures benefited from the sorting of clothes, toys, 
and other products in the warehouse.  I was blessed to 
watch and spend time with these students who were 
being the hands and feet of Jesus. 
 Here are a few things you should know about… 
 August 6:  I will be sending out an email link to 
all students and parents that will contain a new online 
calendar that will be accessible by everyone.  This con-
tains all major events through 2011.  If you would like to 
be included in this email please make sure I have your 
address. 
 August 29:  Parent/Student Confirmation meet-
ing.  This will be a time to go over the coming year of 
confirmation, ask questions, and acolyte/crucifer train-
ing.  Parents should be receiving a letter, but in case I 
don’t have all of your info this is for anyone entering 7th 
grade through 9th grade. 
 September 10-11:  30 Hour Famine – More info 
will be available early in August.  This is for 7-12th grade 
students. 
 September 12:  Rally Day – this is our annual 
kick-off for our Sunday School programs! 
 Coming soon:  2010 Connect – The conversa-
tion continues!  This will be another informational parent 
meeting/dinner.  The last one was a success, and I 
want to keep it going. 

��� � � � � ������Peace, David 
David can be reached via email at david@clcvisalia.org 

African Relief Team    
project 

Anti-Malaria Bed Nets  
It is hard to believe that a 
flimsy piece of cloth with 
holes in it could prevent a 
death; yet, that is exactly 
what an anti-malaria bed net 

can do. At $10 per net, the price of admission to 
a movie, a life can be saved from the terrible ill-
ness of malaria.  Malaria is one of the largest kill-
ers of children in Africa, causing the death of a 
child every 30 seconds.  With a campaign to pro-
vide nets spread among many partners, including 
the ELCA, the United Nations’ goal is to eradicate 
malaria deaths by 2015. What a great prospect! 
 Please help to make the goal of eradicat-
ing malaria in Africa by donating funds for the 
purchase of anti-malaria nets.  Each net is $10, 
but the end result is priceless.  It is hoped that all 
will give generously.  Envelopes will be provided 
in the pew racks, and an announcement  will be 
made during worship.  The African Relief Team 
will be collecting donations before and after all 
services on August 14, 22 and 29.  

Thankoffering Sunday is September 12! 
On September 12, 2010 WELCA (Women of the 
ELCA) presents the annual opportunity to all mem-
bers to thank God through a special gift called a 
Thankoffering. Envelopes will be placed in mail-
boxes before that date for Thankoffering Sunday, 
September 12. This offering supports the immedi-
ate and dire needs of women and children through-
out the world and is administered by Women of the 
ELCA. For more information about WELCA, check 
out their web site at www.womenoftheelca.org.    
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Summer Potluck Planned 
The CLCW  invites all women to a  
Summer Potluck on August 16, at 5:30 pm at the 
home of Meriel Heinsohn.  Dessert provided.  
Maps are available in the foyer.  

  What a Bunch of Nunsense!  
The League of Christian Actors will be presenting a production in our own Com-
munity Connections Center this month.  It is a sidesplitting musical comedy called 
“Nunsense.” This hilarious show is interactive, fun, and unlike any other show you 
may have seen. It originally starred Rue McClanahan of the Golden Girls and it is 
presented in a variety show format.   Show days and show times are: Thursday, 
August 26 at 7 pm, Friday, August 27 at 7 pm, and Saturday, August 28 at 2 pm 
and 7 pm.  Although there will be 4 performances, they will all be somewhat differ-
ent in their presentation.  Thursday evening and both Saturday shows will feature 
hors d’oeuvres, Friday’s performance will be a real dinner theater with a full din-
ner. Tickets go on sale August 2!  Prices are $18.00 for the dinner theater Friday 

night, and only $12.00 for the other performances.  

Space is very limited! To make your reservation, call the church office at 732-1851. Tickets will need to be 
picked up and paid for by August 20 to hold your spot.  Don't miss Nunsense—it's habit forming! 

Check out the many Adult Classes being offered this  fall!  
 
“Hearing God” by Dallas Willard 
Sunday mornings, September 12, 19, 26 
Being close to God means communicating with him—telling him what is in our hearts in prayer AND 
hearing and understanding what he is saying to us.  It is this second half of our conversation with God 
that is so important but can also be so difficult.  How do we hear his voice?  How can we be sure that 
what we think we hear is not our own subconscious?  What role does the Bible play?  What if what God 
says to us is not clear? The key is to focus not so much on individual actions and decisions but on build-
ing our personal relationship with our creator.  The author provides rich spiritual insight into how we can 
hear God’s voice clearly and develop an intimate partnership with him in the work of his kingdom. 
“The Lutheran Course” 
Wednesday evenings beginning September 15 
This is a video-based study touching upon several Lutheran teachings.   
“The New Testament and the Jewish People” presentation by guest speaker, Michael Cohen 
Sunday morning, October 3 
Michael Cohen was raised in a conservative Jewish home in the San Fernando Valley.  During his late 
teens and early twenties he banished all thoughts of God and began a life that included many self-
destructive behaviors.  When he tried to return to his Jewish roots, he found no comfort or guidance.  
Then Michael met Lisa, a young Jewish believer who gave him a copy of the New Testament.  Now 
married, Michael and Lisa are in the Los Angeles area serving as missionaries with Chosen People 
Ministries.  
“Adult Bible Fellowship” large-group and small-group Bible study and discussion 
Sunday mornings beginning October 17 

Confirmation Orientation Pizza Party 
There will be a Confirmation Orientation Pizza 
Party and Meeting for all students in grades 7, 8 
and 9, AND THEIR PARENTS on Sunday,  
August 29 at 12:00 in the Christian Life Center.  
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CHRIST LUTHERAN’S HEALTH TEAM       
 We have a newly formed Ministry Team at Christ Lutheran 
that we want all of you to be aware of. It is the CLC Health Minis-
try Team. 
 It is comprised of nurses, mental health workers, and so-
cial workers. It is the goal of this team to bring holistic health help 
to our church family. 
 This team will provide resources for members,  including 
topics such as emergency preparedness.  More information will 
be coming to you.  Richard Pechon is the Ministry Team Leader 
for this team.  

SPIRITUAL GIFTS WEBSITE LINK          
 Beginning in August you will only be a click away from taking a Spiritual Gifts 
Inventory from the Christ Lutheran Church website. Simply take the Spiritual Gifts In-
ventory; it will be forwarded to Patti Dudley to score. She will contact you to set up a 
brief meeting to discuss your spiritual gifts results. Can it get any easier?  Please 
contact Patti Dudley if you have questions. 
 A special thanks to Glen Crownover for all his help with this project.  
                                               Patti can be reached via email at pdudley@clcvisalia.org  

SENIORS OVER 55    
Reminder, please return your Primetimers/Seniors Emergency Infor-
mation Cards to the church office. You never know when the infor-
mation on the card might help you. If you need a Senior Emergency 
Card check at the Welcome Center or the church office. 

BACKPACKS FOR GOSHEN  
 It’s almost Back to School time and we are having a backpack drive for 
Goshen students once again.  We have donated several hundred backpacks over 
the last 3 years, and they have been much appreciated by our students and their 
families.  If you would like to donate a backpack, filled  with some school supplies 
such as pencils, crayons, and paper, we will be collecting them from August 1st to 
September 12th.  There will be labeled containers in the narthex for collecting the 
backpacks.  Please avoid solid red or blue colors as they are colors affiliated with gangs.   
 Thank you for all you do for our Goshen neighbors…..Lori Goebel            

NEW MEMBER CLASS BEGINS NEXT MONTH...SAVE THE DATES ! 
Are you interested in joining Christ Lutheran Church?  Are you interested in learning 
more about who Christ Lutheran is, and how to get connected?  Pastor Malison, Ann 
Aakre and Patti Dudley will be leading a New Members’ class on September 19, 26 
and October 3 from 12:15-1:30.  Please call the church office if you have any ques-
tions about the class, and if you would like to sign up.  Lunch will be served and child 
care is available. 
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August — Calendar of Events 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Family Camp at Morro Bay State 
Park 
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
9:00 AM  Mission Cafe 
1:00 PM  Lahu Worship 

2 
9:30 AM  Old Men 
Coffee @ Burger 
King-Demaree 
6:30 PM  Strategic 
Planning-Spiritual 
Dev. 

3 
9:00 AM  Quilting 
9:15 AM  Staff 
Prayer 
12:00 PM  Habitat 
for Human-
ity/Pastor's lunch 
7:00 PM  Al Anon 

4 
12:30 PM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

5 
6:00 PM  Christian 
Meditation 

6 
6:30 PM  Freedom 
Fellowship 

7 
10:00 AM  Overeat-
ers Anonymous 
10:00 AM  Singing 
at the Delta Home 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8 
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
9:00 AM  Mission Cafe 
9:30 AM  Adult Sunday Bible 
Study 
9:30 AM  Building Blocks of the 
Old Testament 
12:05 PM  Health Team Ministry 
Mtg 
1:00 PM  Lahu Worship 

9 
9:30 AM  Old Men 
Coffee @ Burger 
King-Demaree 

10 
9:15 AM  Staff 
Prayer 
4:00 PM  CLCW 
Board Meeting 
6:00 PM  Prayer 
Team 
7:00 PM  Al Anon 

11 
9:30 AM  Mary 
Martha Circle 
12:30 PM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Praise 
Team Rehearsal 
7:00 PM  Strategic 
Planning-Small 
Groups 

12 
7:00 AM  Finance 
Team 
5:00 PM  Executive 
Team 
6:00 PM  Christian 
Meditation 

13 
6:30 PM  Freedom 
Fellowship 

14 
10:00 AM  Overeat-
ers Anonymous 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 

15 
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
9:00 AM  Mission Cafe 
9:30 AM  Adult Sunday Bible 
Study 
9:30 AM  Building Blocks of the 
Old Testament 
1:00 PM  Lahu Worship 

16 
9:30 AM  Old Men 
Coffee @ Burger 
King-Demaree 

17 
Parish Visitor Dead-
line 
9:15 AM  Staff 
Prayer 
10:00 AM  Bethel 
Circle @ CLC 
5:30 PM  iMatter 
Board Meeting 
6:00 PM  Church 
Board Meeting 
7:00 PM  Al Anon 

18 
12:30 PM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

19 
6:00 PM  Christian 
Meditation 

20 
6:30 PM  Freedom 
Fellowship 

21 
10:00 AM  Overeat-
ers Anonymous 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 

22 
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
9:00 AM  Mission Cafe 
9:30 AM  Adult Sunday Bible 
Study 
9:30 AM  Building Blocks of the 
Old Testament 
1:00 PM  Lahu Worship 

23 
9:30 AM  Old Men 
Coffee @ Burger 
King-Demaree 

24 
9:15 AM  Staff 
Prayer 
6:00 PM  Church 
Board 
6:30 PM  Financial 
Peace University 
7:00 PM  Al Anon 

25 
12:30 PM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

26 
6:00 PM  Christian 
Meditation 
7:00 PM  Nunsense 
in the CCC 

27 
6:30 PM  Freedom 
Fellowship 
7:00 PM  Nunsense 
Dinner Theater in 
the CCC 

28 
10:00 AM  Overeat-
ers Anonymous 
2:00 PM  Nunsense 
in the CCC 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 
7:00 PM  Nunsense 
in the CCC 

29 
Worship @ 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
9:00 AM  Mission Cafe 
9:30 AM  Adult Sunday Bible 
Study 
9:30 AM  Building Blocks of the 
Old Testament 
12:00 PM  Parent/Student Con-
firmation Orientation 
1:00 PM  Lahu Worship 
6:00 PM  CLC Night at the 
Visalia Rawhide 

30 
9:30 AM  Old Men 
Coffee @ Burger 
King-Demaree 
5:30 PM  ChristKids 
Preschool Back to 
School Night 

31 
9:15 AM  Staff 
Prayer 
5:30 PM  ChristKids 
Preschool Board 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Financial 
Peace University 
7:00 PM  Al Anon 

1 
12:30 PM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Praise 
Team Rehearsal 

2 
5:40 PM  Handbells 
6:00 PM  Christian 
Meditation 
6:30 PM  Worship 
Choir 

3 
6:30 AM  Men's 
Bible Study 
6:30 AM  Well 
Women @ Val-
halla's 
6:30 PM  Freedom 
Fellowship 

4 
10:00 AM  Overeat-
ers Anonymous 
10:00 AM  Singing 
at the Delta Home 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 
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Email: ChristKidspreschoo@sbcglobal.net 
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 What a blessing it was to present Bethel 
Lutheran Home with a check for $150,681.96 
representing the tithing portion of our BURO campaign. 
These funds will be used to assist residents with 
professional mobility care as well as increased 
chaplaincy coverage for many, many years to come. 
This lesson in faith is truly inspirational to all that hear  
of it. 
 Shortly after receiving this edition of the Parish 
Visitor our pastor will return to duty at Christ Lutheran. 
Without a doubt we have missed our leader and look 
forward to learning all about his adventure. We have 
prayed that this time has provided well deserved rest 
and rejuvenation for Brian. We welcome him back with 
great joy! 
 The final stages of our campus upgrades are in 
process. Our entire campus will be upgraded to have all 
buildings match in external appearance, including The 
House. This has been a long journey but one well worth 
it. We give thanks to God for our gifts. 
 Updates on our meetings for the following 
groups will begin in August. Due to summer vacations a 
couple of groups had to wait to have their initial 
meetings but all plan to be done with their 3-phase 
meeting process by mid September. If you are involved 
in a group, thank you for your commitment, and if you 
are not, please pray for the members of the group and 
for our church as we listen to God for direction and 
guidance. 
  *Young Families/Small Children – leaders:  
  Jessica Benevento, Donna Hartman 
  *Community Outreach – leaders:  
  Dorothy Collins, Ann Zelaski 
  * Small Groups – leaders:  
  Carol Finney, Bill Zigler 
  * 20-somethings – leaders:  
  Abbie Forbus, Chavaleh Forgey 
  * Spiritual Development – leaders:  
  Becky Carr, Paul Godlin 
 We have begun the preliminary work on our 
2011 budget. Yes, it is that time of year again. Staff will 
prepare their budget for board review over the next 2 
months with the help of the Ministry Team Leaders. If 
during this process you have any questions, ideas, or 
suggestions please contact me anytime. As always, we 
have challenges but we do have faith that God will 
provide. 
 For the rest of the hot season, stay cool! 
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Mike can be reached via email at mike@clcvisalia.org 

IT’S COMING!  
It is not too early to  

SAVE THIS DATE! 
  What:  Lutheran World Relief Fair Trade Faire 
Where:  CCC Gathering Room 
 When:  November 13 and 14 



8 AM  —  Liturgical Worship/Traditional 
9:30 & 11 AM  —  ChristSong Worship 

DATE THEME BIBLE  TEXT 
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WWORSHIPORSHIP  SSCHEDULECHEDULE  FORFOR  AUGUSTAUGUST  
Organic God:  Knowing What God is Growing in You  

 This month we finish up our worship theme of looking at the Fruit of the Spirit as described in Galatians 
5:22.  So far we have been challenged to look for evidence in our lives of the fruit, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness 
and goodness.  This month we look at faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  The last two Sundays of the month we 
will broaden our perspective.  We will ask, is this fruit abundantly evident in the life and ministries of Christ Lutheran 
Church?  And, Pastor Malison will expand our vision even further by sharing what “church” looks like in other parts of 
the country and how they are doing at reflecting the fruit of the Spirit in their worship. 
              August looks like something to look forward to, see you in worship! 


